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Nicaragua: F.s.l.n. &amp; Sandinista Unions Organize New
Wave Of Work Stoppages, Protests
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, September 26, 1990
Government officials, and representatives of private business owners and trade unions were invited
to participate in discussions on Sept. 20-21 to organize support for the government's austerity
programs. The National Workers Front (FNT) and the National Farmers and Ranchers Union
(UNAG) declined President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro's invitation to attend. Both organizations
are linked to the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN), and represent some 250,000 workers,
and 70,000 campesinos, respectively. (See CAU 09/21/90 for previous coverage.) The FNT, UNAG
and the National Small Industry Confederation (CONAPI) released statements asserting that the
government is not interested in "concertacion" or organizing consensus based on compromise ,
but rather simply imposes economic policy. In this context, said spokespersons, it "makes no
sense to sit down and negotiate." Summarized below are events and statements following last
week's meetings. Sept. 21: In statements to reporters, FNT leader Lucio Jimenez said the Chamorro
government is "irresponsible," having failed to recognize that establishing agreements with the
International Monetary Fund elsewhere in Latin America differs from the Nicaraguan case. In
Nicaragua, he said, "we are highly organized and accustomed to struggle." Jimenez predicted that
social conflict will escalate. He added, "We hope the government reflects on the situation, and
seeks to negotiate with the workers, not the IMF." In statements to a local TV station, Jose Leon
Talavera, FSLN national deputy and former deputy foreign minister, said that street protests on
Thursday were a prelude of what could happen if the government persists in implementing antipopular economic measures. He added, "When we warned of the danger of a social explosion,
they accused us of being alarmists. Now they have a small sample of what can happen." Sept. 24:
Following a two-day meeting of its national assembly, the FSLN announced a new round of strikes
to pressure the government into suspending plans for privatization of 400 state-run companies,
and the dismissal of 25,000 public employees, and to support maintenance of health, housing and
education programs. In a communique, the party said staggered, partial strikes would begin this
week, and build to nationwide demonstrations on Oct. 1. The FSLN statement said, "We oppose the
attitude of the government that is intent on imposing an economic plan that makes the rich richer
and the poor poorer." According to a report by the Associated Press, public transport employees
were on strike Monday. Workers occupied bus terminals, and burned tires. The Agence France
Presse reported that hundreds of old tires were burned Monday, filling the sky above Managua
with thick, black smoke. The FNT announced plans for a "civil disobedience" campaign, including
strikes, demonstrations, workplace occupations, and a boycott on payment of electricity, water,
and telephone bills. A communique by the Front said that Oct. 1 will be "a day of national protest
against hunger and unemployment." The FNT announced that on Sept. 26, teachers pertaining
to the Nicaraguan Educators Association would participate in a 24-hour national strike, and plan
to demonstrate outside the National Assembly building. Association members are demanding
approval of a bill introduced by the FSLN that would regulate teacher certification and employment
stability. The FNT reiterated its rejection of the government's "concertacion." Late last week,
government officials formally announced plans to privatize most state-run enterprises, implement
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broad-based "trade liberalization" and a variety of "fiscal reforms," and create unemployment
and "social emergency" funds. Sept. 25: In statements aired by a local TV station, former president
Daniel Ortega called on the government to implement a wage and price freeze as a pre- condition
for FSLN participation in social pact negotiations. Ortega reiterated demands that the regime
remove former contras from state-owned and private farms that they have illegally occupied, and
to halt the return of agricultural land confiscated by the Sandinista government to former owners.
The FSLN leader also requested that the government dismiss or otherwise sanction officials and
other public employees who permit or implement "revanchist actions." (Basic data from Notimex,
09/21/90; AP, 09/24/90; AFP, 09/24/90, 09/25/90)
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